








Driving the DMC-12: a preview impression

Lorean project a top speed somewhere
around 130 mph, and there should be
plenty of power available for the wind-
cheating shape to get up to this speed
readily enough. And thanks to having
most of the weight over the driving
wheels, the De Lorean accelerates smart-
ly off the line, even on slippery surfaces.
Come what may, it’s unlikely that this car
will spin its wheels.

Brakes are discs all round, and again
there’s an advantage in having that tail-
mounted engine: It can take heavy brak-
ing on slippery surfaces without locking
the wheels. The Goodyear tyres help in
this respect, as well. Solid discs are em-
ployed, and these are considered ade-
quate for fade-resistant braking. Pedal re-
sponse is gratifying, and pedal effort is
moderate.

Thanks to its separate backbone chassis

and independent coil spring suspension
all round, the De Lorean rides well and
is firm without being harsh. The com-
bined Lotus/De Lorean engineering ef-
fort has been to make the car a comfort-
able grand touring machine, rather than
an uncompromising sports car.

It should also prove to be an economi-
cal car, thanks to its fairly tall gearing, ef-
ficient engine and slippery body shape.
De Lorean are predicting U.S. EPA rat-
ings of 23 mpg city and 32 highway.

Inside, the trim is spare but of high
quality, reminiscent in some ways of the
Porsche approach. The seats are well
shaped and snug, and the instruments are
small but neatly arranged in the fascia
cowling with a good sight line through
the steering wheel. A small luggage com-
partment is at the front, and the spare
wheel is housed in a well on the right-

e

hand side of the compartment. It is, of
course, a spacesaver wheel, for emergen-
cy use only.

The fuel tank also rides at the front of
the chassis, well protected by the vee
formed by the frame members. It is
moulded in high-impact plastic, like the
Porsche 928 tank, and it will hold 16 U.S.
gallons.

All things considered, the De Lorean
has a lot in its favour. The appearance is
striking. It’s very sporty and rewarding to
drive, yet comfortable and relaxing for
long journeys. And on top of this it
should last forever and a fortnight. Ev-
erything has been well thought out, well
put together, and the car certainly doesn’t
lack for enterprise and originality.

Based on this one quick visit, it looks
like De Lorean have a winner here. A
new car that for once is really new.
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